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f'XS :.xxa:i@n c:zin«:: to apprgpriatc a sizeable part of the peasant’s surplus
i countries of the Isiamzc world, a mechanism had simultaneous]: to
be dcvzs?a to €oiicCt this from the peasantry and distribure it am{sn'
the members of the ruling class. The crucial element in this mechanisng
uzs :h_e igza‘, t‘hrough which were combined the two functions gf
coi;fcz;c:*n'azld distribution bur without immediately endangering the
un;t}: ot.tﬁi?oiéﬁcal structure. The igta® was a territorial assignmc‘:"zt
and 1ts hoider was designated 15, Lidqi a
cieventh century gives usga classi;::%:qd ; aijh{ igeii)si?ifs'm afn HOf' thf
1t had de 'ciofzed until just before t“;: (:JEO ia. s of nosches
ne Ghorian conquests of northern

."..-"u.:ﬂ‘_.f:".r who hold 4g/7‘s should know that they have no claim on the
suo;cc:s/'pcasams (ri*dya) other than that of collecting from them in a proper
f‘.".:';?nncr‘-:r.c ive mal [rax, land t;x] that has been assigned to them [the mugsi‘s].
whnenthe revenue has been realised from them, those subjects/peasants should
remain secure from [any demands by] them [the mug/i‘s] in respect of their
persons, weaith, wives and children, cultvated lands (z1ya*) and goods. The
muz:i's do not have any {further] claims on them. The subjects/peasants, if they
so wish, can come to the [king’s] Court and represent their condition. They
should not be prevented from doing so. If any mugsi* does anything other than
this they [the kings] take away his power {literally, cut away his hands] and
resume his jg23° and visit their wrath on him, so that others might be warned
thereby. They [the mugtis] should in truth realise that the country and
peasantry (ra‘iyes), all belong to the Sultan, with the mugtis [simply] placed

at their head.}
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Nizimu’l Mulk here emphasizes an important ¢lement in ‘th‘c iqta’,
the mugti's right to collect and appropriate taxes, especially land
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With the ¢stablishment of the sultanate, conditions larygl' rémain +d
the same; but 3 gradual process scems to have begun t})\atyultimat:ly

real igtas. First of

troops by this means.

The sultans sought to enlarge their own khalisa. In what is the first
reference to khalisa in India, Hrutmish is said to have appointed a slave
of his as the shahna of the khalisit of Tabarhinda (Bhatinda).* Apparently
Delhi itself together with its surro nding district, including parts of the
Doab, was in the sultan’s khalisa{A later tradition related that Iltutmish
paid cavalry soldiers of his own “central” army (galb), 2,000 or 3,000 _i‘
number, by assigning them villages, which_came to be called igd‘s
(paralleling similar sub-assignm'cmm .by muq,.t,z‘.r).(Thc practice continug
under Balban (1266-86), who, in spite of discovering great abuses, did
not seck to abolish the assignments, but only to reduce orsresumc those
from which full or proper service was not forthcoming. A

If Barani has not read a later practice into the past,fhc sultans cgtasn’
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ang‘{”) must e §cnt beome s lq.‘f.ﬂ : t? t}}:c iié:gsswis an Z.stimation of
~say that inherent in the calculation of the

iy es 358, 417, wsa-dh i f slave-officers of
* gjl:i [:’niglgcs sr?uos: clearly from the biographical sketches of a2 number o

atd’ intenance of Minh
: igtd for the ma ‘
: ® senas ¥ ¥ M. Coolaa ﬁ\\t!l!ﬂ“\ Muﬂff‘ ()r Bﬂdzun. iSSlZnCd an { i .



A

‘ A UN"
. . b}
the tax income of the igtie ER Thp SULT,
?cre cxpected to Maing 0 the “Xpendi AT |
accountant) 41, oA, Sy, ftu
OVersme t) Jl(mg With (e Sultay H.‘dbun’g .0 t,h"' troops
n.]('nt Was now tryj € mugyil Sugp e . "P[’”Hnmcm il
SPent within the ¢ oo V08 0 discoyas b Perhapg g, 0 Fhw,
Majo Cigtqf Over whye as P that ¢, sultap’
4 T = 8 S ACtH - : an's
(12 6, ChangCS Occurred LtUdIIVCOIICC‘Cdaxxd
20=1316), Under thi durmg th reign of
18 ot ‘Al

¢Xpansion in ¢} [ Sultan theye
full lang tax on |

enlargemeny ;
) CLt In res
our :
number of Important kel fuling class was 4 :
Mmeasures affecting igtd* orga CCompanied by 4
2 nization,

C As more dj
re distant -
- N - arca *
10 1943°, areas nearer t;beca ¢ subject to the empire and were ass;
€ Capital were annexed to the i:/)'l‘rc aSISlgm:d
, ditsa. It now

‘Ala’uw’ddin Khalji maintained the practice of éssigning igta‘s to his
f:ommandcrs (mugti's, wilis)* What was new was the extent of the
,L_‘ntervention of the sultan’s bureaucracy in the administration of the
sgta’. ‘Ala’w’ddin Khalji decreed the new system of assessment and
cc?llcction of agrarian taxes in a large region, the bulk of which, as Barani
hzms.clf shows, was under-mugti‘s.® The new position of the maugti* in
relation to the sultan’s government is revealed in some detail by the
chronicler when he describes the situation as it existed prior to the
measures taken by Ghiyasuddin Tughluq (1320-5).

The tax income (khardj) from each igtd‘ was estimated at a particular
figure by the Finance Department (Diwan-i Wizarat). The department
remained on constant look-out for an opportunity to-enhance this
estimate. Out of the estimated income of the igfa" a certain amount was
Nowed for the pay (mawdjib) of the troops (hasham) placed under the
mugti® or wali, The area expected to yield this amount was appzzrcntly
set apart by the Diwdn. The remainder was treated as the mugti’s own

personal igtd’, i.e. for his own salary and the expense of his pc’:rso'nal
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f income by over one-tenth or one-
eleventh annually, since the burden of any such enhancement could be

passed on by the mugti‘ to the peasantry. No harshness was to be shown
to 'muqli‘s who took anything from one-tenth to one-twentieth of the
khardj in excess of their sanctioned income. No muqti‘ was, however

to be allowed to take anything from the portion of the igta‘ reserved
for the payment of the troops. Similarly, the mugti‘s were warned not
to ill-treat any of their officials for small amounts (o°s or 1 per cent of
the receipts), taken over and above their salaries.¢

Under Muhammad Tughluq (1325—51) we find a further extension

of the control of the sultan’s government. The two functions of
collecting taxes and maintaining the troops now began to be separated.
Itis possible that the separation arose primarily Ol‘.lt of a desire to optaxfx
larger income. Barani tells us of Nizim M?’I‘n, a man of low bl;tila ,
who took the igsa‘ of Kara, on contract (mugata‘a) at some lakhs of tan ; :.:
and of Nusrat Khin, a merchant, who took the contract for the sgza”

f Bidar and su’t?[)unding territories, upon a promise to pay one Crore
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Cavalry troops to isfakblar (sipabsaiirs), placed over less than a hun ’rcd,
were assigned /g47°s in lieu of their salaries. The estimated income of
the sg23°, against which the salary was adjusted, was always less than
the actual. The significant point is that the troops are said to have been
always paid in cash by the treasury and that the igtd‘s were given only
in lieu of the commanders’ personal salaries.? This would mean in effect
that the apportionment of the ig/3* reserved for the soldiery under th
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situation:

Sayyid Salim [died, 1430] had been in the

[1414~21] for thirty years, holding many parga

besides the fort of Tabarhinda. His Majesty |
ra [district] of Sarsuti and the iqta‘ of Amroha..

given him the khitt
Sayyid’s death, his igtd‘s and parganas were conferred upon his sons.®

Under the LodTs (1451—1526), the system remained essentially similaz,
butareorganization occurred. The term igtd* now disappears from view,
replaced simply by sarkirsand parganas.® These were territorial divisions,
cach sarkdr comprising a number of parganas. The term sarkdr seems
¢o have originated from its use to represent noble’s ‘CstabliS}.}ant’a
A group of parganas placed under the sarkir of a noble (and‘zhus in older
terminology, his igta’) would be called, first, his sarkar, and, then

simply, a sarkar. Each sarkdr was assigned a Jama’, of estimated revenue,

Sissdess e

H - y ita /

whose purpose could only be to lay down, to some extent, the mil v,
r-assignment.

and other obligations of the noble holding the :ar,éfa' o
1967, gives the designation of »cfbdir also 10 soldiers receiving pay by =4

$-9, 2103, 33658 jo4-6.
=9 21 ’ o CADF [143), 47475, 432

s wiev? . _% -

service of the late Khizr Khin
nas and igtd*s in the Middle Doab,
Mubirak Shih] had in addition
.After the

. art. .1
t a**‘:““}‘”

w hae




WS IS i

AGRARIAN ECONOMY 74
i

1§17) Was reputed to have refused to claim the
come increased beyond the officially sanctioned
figure.! The principal assignees used to sub-assign portions of their
territories, or parganas, to their subordinates who, again, paid their
soldiers by the same means.? In spite of the weaknesses of central control
.1 the Lodi régime, the essential elements of the old igrd®s would appear
0 have been retained and to have been bequeathed to the Mughals who

constructed on their basis their elaborate system of jagirs._—

‘Sikandar Lodi (1489~

: . o
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GRANTS

were the main instrument for transferring agrarian surplus
d its soldiery. Another form of transfer of revenue
gely to maintain the religious intelligentsia
and Uther dependants of the ruling class. The terms used for these grants
were milk (plural, amlak), idrar, and in‘dm, which seem in actual use to
have been practically interchangeable.® They represented grants of
revenues of villages or lands to the grantees for lifetime or in perpetuity.
Grants assigned to or for the maintenance of religious institutions, like
madrasas, mosques, mystic establishments (khdngahs), tombs, etc. were

called wagf (plural asgaf).!
The sultan conferred the grant normally by issuing a farman.® On the

basis of this paper document, lands would be made over to the grantees,
not only within the &balisa but also within the igtd‘s, dcpcnding upon
the location specified by the farman. ‘Ainu’l Mulk in one of his letters
deals with idrar grants conferred by the king in Multan. The grantees
were ngen'bot‘h cultivated and uncultivated lands; this was much to
| fi‘{lr f:hagrm since they wanted only cultivated lands. However, as
~ ‘Ainu’l Mulk pointed out, surrender of cultivated lands to provide for

new grants w
Thgp s ts would have greatly reduced the mugti’s own revenues.®
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